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SERIOUS THOUGHTS 


In Regard to the 


PUBLICK DISORDERS, 


rr 


Several PRoros Als for Remedying 
the Same; 
particularly in Reſpect to 


GAMING, Pvusrick-Hovuses, Pawn- 
BRORE RS, and RECEIvERs of Stolen 


Goods. 


By a CounTRy Juſtice of the Peace, 


. m 2 Wü 


DON: 
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(r) 
To the Right Honourable 


Anthony Farl of Shaftsbury. 


My Lord 


ſhip has always given to 
every Matter that concerns the In- 
tereſt of the Publick, and your 
great Knowledge in the Matters 
which are the Subject of the fol- 
lowing Sheets, has induced me to 
deſire the Honour of your Lord- 
ſhip's Peruſal and Patronage of 
them. They are drawn up with a 
ſincere View to the Good of my 
Country, and though ſome of them 
may not ſuit with every political 
Meaſure, I hope there are others, 
which (bettered by your Lordihip's 


Correction} may be {ſerviceable at 


this 


H E Attention your Lord- 
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(vi) 
this Juncture. But whatever be the 
Event, as my Intentions are ſincere, 


I have this Satisfaction, that J ſhall, 
by your Lordſhip, be treated with 


Candour, and that you will give 
me leave to Tublcribe myſelf, 


»y Lord, 


2 our 2 s 


Ila Obedient and 
Obliged Servant, 


The AUTHOR. 


THE 


of late — employed the Preſs, and 


were it not of the utmoſt Conſequence, the 


Author would not make an Addition to the + 
many Pamphlets which have been wrote upon 


this Occaſion; but as the induſtrious Bee ſeeks 
its Honey from the moſt deſpicable Herbs, and 
as there are few which do not afford ſome 
ſmall Sweetneſs, he hopes the candid Reader 
will peruſe the following Propoſitions, and if 
one or two bf them only deſerve Approbation, 

his Time Cannot be ill ſpent. 

As to ſome of them he may be aſſed, why 
ſhould they be mentioned when it is known 
they never will paſs? To thoſe who aſs the 
Pueftion, he gives the following Anſwer, 
THAT THE PUBLICK MAY JUDGE OF 
THE EFFICACY OF THEM; — and if they 
appear probable, the Projector is not to be 
blamed, but the Objector; for if the general 
Conſent of Mankind ſhall think them reaſon= 
able, there is an End to the old Declamation 
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE, until they are tried. 
Try them, — ſee the Conſequence of them ; —if 
their Effects are ill, repeal tbe Law; ; — if 
they are good, enforce it. 

But let the Propoſal fland upon its own 
Legs; let it be mixed with no other Conſide- 
rations ; let it be applied only to the Purpoſe 
it w intended, and let not Arguments be 

drawn 
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drawn for or againſt it, becauſe it pleaſes one 
Set of Men, or is different from the Inclina- 
tions of another. ae. Y 
\ Thjs may be the Caſe of ſome of the follow- 
ing Propofitions : — It may happen, that the 
Neceſſity of Affairs, the Clamour of the Peo- 
ple, and the publick Safety 1tſeif may demand 
the Efforts of Government againſt notorious 
Outrages ; it may alſo be apparent, that theſe 
Outrages cannot be prevented without laying a 


Reftraint upon ſome favourite Pleaſures; the 


firſt, Decency, Humanity, and common Pru- 
dence make. neceſſary; but the latter may be 


grievous to depart from. This 1s no Reaſon 
why the Publick ſhould not confider of the 


Means, and if the Meaſure cannot be obtained, 
there will no longer be an Excuſe for thoſe 
who obfiruf it. For theſe Reaſons the Au- 
thor has taken the Liberty to ſubmit his 
Thoughts to the general Opinion of Mankind 
and if it ſhould happen, that they ſhould ſtrike 
the Minds of thoſe who have the Care of this 
Matter, in the ſame Manner be ſees them, or 
if any the leaſt Benefit may accrue to his 
Country from any one of theſe Propoſals, it 
will give him Satisfuction. And as to the 
others which may Nor be thought FIT To 
PASS, fill be is convinced they are wrong in 
themſelves, he cannot give them up; becauſe 
this bas been the Fate of many EXCELLENT 
Laws within this laſt CENTURY, 


SERIOUS THoucurs, ENG: 


. 


T a Time when Murder, Robbery, 
and all kind of Felonies and Dit- 
orders. are grown fo rife amongit 
us, it becomes the Duty of every 

Lover of his Country {who is capable) to give 

his Aſſiſtance to ſuch as ſhall engage in the 

moſt uſeful Taſk of putting a Stop to theſe 

Enormities. | 


His Majeſty having, at the Opening of 


this Seſſions, ended it to both Houſes 


of Parliament. to endeavour to reſtrain theſe 
abominable Practices ; and fome Gentlemen 
of Learning, Figure, and Repuration, having 
undertaken the Taſk, I flatter myſelf {from 
the Knowledge I have of ſome of theſe 
Gentlemen) that I ſhall not be thought im- 
pertinent if I venture to give my Thoughts on 

this Occaſion. 
The Source of theſe Evils has been long 
found out: That Torrent of Gaming, Extra- 
| B vagance, 
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( 10) 
vagance, Lewdneſs, and Irreligion, which ha 
appeared amongſt all Ranks of People, has 
nouriſhed and watered theſe ill Weeds; and 
if ſome Method be not thought of to check 
their Growth, and root them out, they will 
deſtroy Government itſelf, nor will it be in 
the Power of any one to hinder it. 

For the ſuppreſſing of Gaming many Laws 
have been made; but, from fome Defect in 
the Laws themſelves, or in the Execution of 
them, they have hitherto proved ineffectual. 

The making of Laws of this kind gives 
Reputation to every Part and Member of the 
Legiſlature, and Reputation is a Thing which 
the moſt profligate is fond of; nay, abandon- 
ed as the Generality of Mankind are, they 
have not the Impudence publickly to deſcry 
Virtue, for they would be thought virtuous. 
This has cauſed many a Vote to be given for 
the paſſing theſe Laws by Perſons (in former 
Parliaments) who perhaps had beforehand 
contrived, by ſome doubtful Words, either 
to clog or lay a Foundation for evading 
them. Za Ser 

It has alſo often happened, when Methods 
have been propoſed which would effectually 
have anſwered the Deſign, Objections have 
been thrown out as if innocent Liberty was to 
be invaded ; and under that Pretence, (though 
it has been acknowledged that the Methods 
are reaſonable) they have been oppoſed under 
a Tenderneſs, as they ſuggeſt, leaſt they 

5 might 


(27) 

might be made uſe of againſt innocent Per- 
ſons, although the ſame Reaſons might be 
urged againſt every Law which is made, I 
wiſh I could not ſuggeſt a more plauſib e Rea- 
ſon, Theſe Methods have been objected to, 

cauſe they were effectual, and therefore were 
not fit to be made uſe of. 


In Caſes of this kind, the Remedy muſt 


in every Reſpect be ſuitable to the Diſeaſe, 
nor muſt unreaſonable and improbable Con- 
jectures be raiſed againſt it. Sincerity is a 
molt neceſſary Qualification for a Man whe 
undertakes a Taſk of this Nature, and Per- 
ſeverance is an Ingredient without which he 
will never attain his End, : 
1 I am now going to aſk a Queſtion which 
perhaps ſome Perſons may think extraordi- 
nary. Is there a real Deſign to put a Stop 
to exceſſive Gaming? If there be, will they 


give me Leave to recommend the following 


Clauſe to the Legiſlature, 
ce And be it further enacted, by the Au- 
© thority aforeſaid, That all and every Per- 
« ſon or Perſons who ſhall be convicted of 
« any Offence againſt the Laws and Statutes 
“for preventing of exceſſive or deceitful 
_ © Gaming, ſhall, from the Time of ſuch 
“ Conviction, be deemed and adjudged to 
ce be incapable of, and diſabled from hold- 
« 1ng or executing any Office, Place, Truſt, 
of "Employment, Civil or Military, with- 
de in the Kingdom of Great Britain, or of 
B 2 being 
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( 12 ) 


on being a Member of, or ſetting and voting 
* in either Houſe of Parliament, and alſo 
& ſhall be farther diſabled from, and incapa- 


te ble of voting at the Election of any Knight, 


Citizen or Burgeſs, to fit in the Houſe of 
6 Commons of Great Britain, or at the 


e Election of any Mayor, Magiſtrate or other 
“ Officer of any Corporation within the 
„ fame,” 


Theſe are Privileges more valuable than 
any temporal Advantages a Man can be 
poſſeſt of, they are ſuch as without which 


many Perla would ſcarce deſire to live, 


and the Terror of being deprived of theſe 


cannot but prevail. 


That the Example of the Great in this 


Caſe, has been either of the beſt or worſt 
Conſequences every one muſt allow, and 
how neceſſary it is to r gulate this Example, 
let every one with Sincerity conſider. 

The Perſon who is deſirous to put a Stop 
to this Practice cannot have an Objection to 


the Clauſe—the Perſon who is not, nor will 


not be guilty of Offences of this Kind, has 


no Reaion to be afraid of ill Conſequences 7 
from it; but thoſe who openly and avowedly 


declare againit Practices of this Kind, but are 
privatelyguilty of them every Day, have Rea- 
1on to be afraid. However I am under no 


Concern for theſe; if they offend let them be 


puniſhed; the Evil is great, the Remedy 
maſt be ſtrong „but the Inconvenience can. 
only 


they v 
leave t] 
| Pub 


Accou 
Jony, t 


others 


The 


Vas fo! 
venien. 
Uſe fe 

vever « 
Meetit 
[they © 


deſerve 


looked 


Reaſon 
tender 
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only reach the Offenders themſelves, and if 


and I hope they will be made to ſuffer. 

To ſupport this infamous Practice of 
Gaming have moſt of the Robberies we have 
heard of been committed. Deſtroy the Cauſe, 
and the Conſequence will ceaſe, It has been 
always a Maxim, if there were no Receivers 
there would be no Thieves. If there were no 
Houſes of Entertainment of theſe Villains 
they would either leave off their Practices, or 
aye the Kingdom. | 
Public- Houſes are neceſſary on many good 
Accounts I allow, but to theſe good Purpoſes 


© others to be allowed upon any Conſideration. 
The original Inſtitution of Public- Houſes 
vas for the Benefit of the Traveller, and Con- 
venience of the Labourer ; they are allo of 
Uſe for carrying on Buſineſs, and I ſhall 
never object to their being kept for ſocial 
Meetings and orderly Aſſemblies, but when 
they deviate from theſe, they no longer 
delerve to be countenanced, but ought to be 
booked upon as publick Nuijancics ; for this 


tender in granting Licences to Perſons ior 
keeping of Houſes of this Kind. They 
Jcught to be Perſons of knoun Repuration, 
Ferions of Subſtance, Perſons of regular Life 
ſand Converſation, well known, or at leaſt 
well recommended, (not for their political 
Talents 


the Offences are legally proved, they deſerve 


only, they ought to confined, nor ought any 


Reaſon it becomes the Magiſtrate to be very 
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Talents) and to give Security for their good 


(14) 


Behaviour in this their intended Calling. 

I know II ſhall be told that there are Re. 
cognizances taken for this Purpoſe. This [ 
admit, but when I ſtate the Nature of theſe 
Recognizances, and the Uſe made of them, 


I ſhall convince my Reader that they are ſo 


far from being effectual Remedies againſt the 
Evils they are aimed at, that theſe very Re. 
cognizances are Impoſitions upon the Public 


only profitable to the Clerks of the Peace, 


and moſt ſhameful Evaſions of the Law 
made for that Purpoſe. OR 
By the Statute 5 and 6 Edward VI.“ 
1: is enacted, that none ſhall keep any commn 
Ale- Houſe or Tipphing- Houſe, but juch as ſhal 
be licenſed by two Fuſtices of the Peart, 


whereof one to be of the Quorum, and th 


Juſtices ſhall take Bond or Security from 


Time to Time by Recognigance of ſuch as ſhul 


be licenſed, againſt the Keepers of unlaufil 
Games, as alſo for the Maintenance of gui 
Order. G | 

By Virtue of this Clauſe on every Day of 


licenſing the Clerk of the Peace or his Depu- 
ty attends the Meeting of the Juſtices of the 


Peace, and upon a large Roll takes a Re- 
cognizance of the Ale-Houſe Keeper, who 
produces any Sureties without Enquiry 
being made into their Circumſtances upon 
Oath (which Iadmit the Statute doth not im- 


powe! 7 


" # s & 6 Edward VI. c. 25, 


by a 
bitant 
Pariſt 
all an 
and (1 
enter 
Sureti 


for hi 


VI. as 


be re 
| Seffior 


Place 
and 11 
conyid 
Juſtic 
Place, 
ſuch | 
to the 


. 
r | 

ower the Juſtices to do and for this he the 
Clerk of the Peace receives Twelve-pence, 
(which Iam ſorry to ſay is the only Advantage 
ariſes to any one, from theſe Recognizances) 
and then the Roll is carried to the Clerk of 
the Peace's Office and never heard of after, 
this is the Practice I fear throughout the 
Kingdom, (I know it to be fo in one Part of 
it) and hereby is this Starute of King Edward 
1 

I will now venture to propoſe a Remedy. 


| That for the future no Perſon whatever, ſhall 


be licenſed to keep a Public-Houſe, unleſs 
he ſhall be recommended for that Purpoſe 
by a certain Number of the ſubſtantial Inha- 
bitants charged in the Pariſh Rates, (for ' the 


| Pariſh wherein ſuch Perſons reſide toward 


all and every the Levies of the ſaid Pariſh, 
and ſhall at the Time of his being licenſed 
enter into a Recognizance with two ſufficient 
Sureties, (being Inhabitants rated as aforeſaid) 


| for his copforming to the Statute of Edward 


VI. as aforeſaid, which Recognizance ſhall 


be returned to the next General Quarter 


Seſſions of the Peace, for the County, City or 
Place where ſuch Perſon ſhall be fo licenſed; 
and in Caſe any Perſon ſo licenſed ſhall be 
convicted. before any one or more Juſtice or 
Juſtices of the Peace of ſuch County, City or 
Place, of any Offence committed or done by 


| ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſo licenſed, contrary 
o the Tenor of the Recognizance, every 


ſuch 
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( 16) 
fach Juſtice of the Peace ſhall certify ſuch 
Conviction to the next General or Quarter 
Seffions of the Peace, for ſuch County, City or 
Place, and the faid Juſtices ſhall immediately 
make an Order for the levying of the Re. 


cognizance upon the Goods, Chattles and 


Eſtate of ſuch Perſons, and their Sureties 


which Sum, when levied, ſhall be brought 


to the next General Quarter Seſſions, and 
after deducting the Expences of the Proſecy- 
tion, (to be allowed by the ſaid Juſtice) 


the Overplus ſhall be employed and diſpoſed 


of for the Benefit of the Poor of the Pariſh, 
or Place to which they belong, in ſuch Man- 


ner as the Juſtice of the Peace before whom 


ſuch Conviction ſhall be made, ſhall dired 
and appoint. 

And to this were it to be added. that every 
ſuch Offender ſhall be, from the Time of ſuch 


Conviction, ditabled from keeping of a 


Public- Houſe in any Pariſh or Place what- 
n 

I would alſo propoſe, that no Juſtice of 
the Peace whatever ſhall grant any Licenſes 
to any Perſon for keeping a Public-Houſe, 
unleſs it be at the annual General Meeting 
of the Juſtices of the Peace, for, and reſident, 
or uſually acting within the Diviſion where 
ſuch Pariſh or Place, where ſuch Perſon ſo 
to be licenſed reſides. (except upon the 
Death of any Keeper of ſuch Public- Houle, 
any other Perſon ſhould come to reſide in 


the 


(17) 
y ſuch the fame Houſe) or if no ſuch Perſon ſhould 


Quarter come to reſide in the ſame, only one Perſon ſo 
City or recommended and qualified, and conforming 
Ciately himſelf as aforeſaid, ſhall be licenſed to keep 
je Re. one other Public-Houſe within the ſame Pariſh 
es and or Place, and all Licences granted by any other 


Juſtices of the Peace, or at any other Times or 


aretie; 

ought Places ſhall be null and void, and the Keepers 

„ and of ſuch Public-Houſes - fo licenced by them 
Alecy- ſhall be liable to all and every the Penalties to be 
tics) inflicted upon Perſons keeping Public-Houſes 


without a Licence. 


pole 


ariſh, I would alſo farther propoſe, that © the 
Man- Juſtices of the Peace ſhould ſend to the Mini- 
hom ſter of every Pariſh within each Diviſion, a 


Liſt of all ſuch Perſons as were licenced at 
the ſaid Annual Meeting, to be delivered to ] 
the Church- Wardens of each Pariſh, and by ; 


dire? 


eve 

lach them entered in ſome of the public Pariſh 

of 1 Books, together with the Names of the 

hat- Sureties who entered into Recognizance, for | 
the good Behaviour of ſuch Keepers of ſuch N 

e of Public-Houſes; and in Caſe any Perſon ; 

-nles whoſe Name is not inſerted in ſuch Liſt, - #þ 

ule, ſhall preſume to ſell any Beer, Ale, or Cyder, 

ting ſpirituous, or other exciſcable Liquors, every 

ent, ſuch Perſon ſhall be deemed to be a Retailer 

here of ſuch Liquors without a Licenſe, and 

14 IB liable to the Penalty, of the Statutes a- N 

the gainſt unlicenſed Ale-Houſe Keepers.“ ] 

uſe, No Perſons, keeping a Public-Houſe 

in licenſed as aforeſaid, ſhall harbour or per- 

the mit any Perſon whatever to continue har- 


8 boured 


630 


boured therein, onleſs ſuch Petſon ſhall be 
known to ſuch Keeper of ſuch: Public: Houſe, 
or give ſuch an Account of himſelf as ſhall be 


ſufficient to ſatisty the Keeper of ſuch Public- 


Houſe, that ſuch Perſon is a Perſon of Fame 
and Reputation; and in Caſe any Perſon ſhall 
come to harbour or lodge within "Gich Public- 
Houſe, of whom the Keeper of ſuch Public- 
Houſe ſhall have Cauſe to luke to be an idle 
and diſorderly Perſon, the Keeper of ſuch 


Public-Houſe ſhall immediately. inform the 


Conſtable or Tything-Man of the Pariſh or 


Place thereof, and the ſaid Conſtable or 
Tything-Man ſhall immediately. repair to 


the ſaid Public-Houſe and ſecure the ſame 
ſuſpected Perſon, and carry him before ſome 
Magiſtrate, Who {hall examine the ſaid Perſon 
or Perſons, and deal with them as the Law 


dirccts. 2 

No Keeper 210 any ſuch Public-Houſe 
ſhall admit any Perſon unknown to ſuch 
Keeper of ſuch Public-Ho e, unleſs ſuch 
Ferien ſhall give an Accoun. of bis Calling 
and the Place of his Reſidence, and the Oc- 


caſion of his coming thither, and all and every 


Perſon refuſing to give ſuch Account 
ſhall be deemed to be Perſons of ill Repute, 
and liable to he examined.” 

The Increaſe of P ublic-Houſes i 18 oving to 


ſeveral Caules, vg. 


I. They are faid to be profile to the 
Revenove. 
II. 


— — 
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II. They i he Intereſt of Candi- 


r upon Elections. 


III. They are a Means, for maintaining 


or Perſons. - 
'To anſwer each of theſe, Tal make an 


attempt. 


I. As to their Increals 57 4 public Re- 


venue, I do readily alloy the greater Number 
of Public- Houſes greater is the Produce of the 
Revenues of Exciſe, and more Money is 
returned to the King's Exchequer. But if 
on the other Hand the Expences occaſioned 
to the Public. by the Enormities committed 
in ſuch Public-Houſes, the many uſeful 
Subjects debauched and deſtroyed by fre- 
quenting them, the Time ſpent, miſemploy- 


ed, and loſt be conſidered, it makes ſuch an 
Increaſe of the publick Revenue, the greateſt 


Burthen to the Public. 
II. It is ſaid they promote the Intereſt of 
Candidates at Elections. 


This is one of the greateſt Reaſons for 
ſuppreſſing them, an Intereſt promoted by 


a Public-Houſe muſt depend upon Cor- 


RUPT1ON. Theſe Houles are the Cauſe of 
great Expences to every Candidate, and the 
Intereſt made by the Owners, or Keepers of 


them, depends generally upon the Influence 


they ade over poor Voters, on Account of the 
Ale- Scores they owe to fadh Keepers of ſuch 


Houſes, I am therefore perſuaded were the 


Keepers of Public- Houſes to be DiSQP ALT= 
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IE SD from voting orintermeddling in Elections, 
it would contribute more to the Decreaſe 
of ſuch Houſes, and putting a Stop to Cor- 
ruption than any other Thing whatever. 
I am convinced the Influence of Perſons 
of this Sort in Corporations has always been 
very great, and Candidates have been ſo far 
awed by them, that they have not dared to 
refuſe to licence them; Candidates of all 
Denominations have found the Inconveni- 
ence, and its equally advantageous to every 
Candidate, to be free from ſuch Sollicitations. 
The depriving of them of the Privilege of vo- 
ting would leſſen the Number, and the Can- 
didate as well as the Publick be benefited 
thereby. What Objection is there then to 
the Propoſal? 
The third Reaſon for licencin 
Keepers is very frequently urged, but with 
the leaſt Pretence of any of all of them. v2. 
To provide for old and 
them from the Pariſh. 
Are Perſons of this Denomination Perſons 
fit to be licenced? Do theſe anſwer the ori- 
ginal Deſign of keeping a Publick-Houſe? 
Can a poor Perſon (not able to maintain 
Hhimſelf) provide for the Entertainment of 
others? Their Poverty puts them under a 
Neceſſity of running in Debt for Malt, Cy- 
der, Cc. and ſo far from keeping them from 
the Pariſh Charge, they often by Means of 
. Having their Goods ſeized 
Objects of Relief. | 
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poor Perſons to keep 


„ ſooner become 


But 
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But if it proves otherwiſe: How many do 


| they bring to be burthenſome to the Pariſh ? 


They keep open Houſe for poor Labourers 
(where ſuch ſpend their Subſtance, and idle 


away their Time) and carry on publick Con- 


veniencies for all Manner of Diſorders, which 
inſtead of leſſening, are the greateſt Increaſe 


of the Burthens of the Pariſh. 


It were greatly to be wiſhed, that (unleſs 
in Market Towns and Places of great Reſort) 


there was not to be above one Publick- Houſe 
in a Pariſh; but it frequently happens, that 


in many Pariſhes of this Kingdom, through 
which there is no publick Road or any other 
Occaſion of publick Reſort, there are ſome- 
times two, three, or more Publick-Houſes. 
Having mibrmioned ſome Caſes in Rela- 


tion to the licencing and eſtabliſhing Publick- 
Houſes, I will now proceed to propoſe a 


Method of keeping the Publick-Houſes; 
which ſhall be licenced, from being Nu- 
ſances, and preventing the Miſchief which 


may happen from the Reſort of evil-diſpoled 


Perſons to, and being harboured within the 
ſame, ----- 

The Conſtables and Tything-Men of 
every Pariſh in the Country, and the Con- 
ſtables, Headboroughs, Beadles, Watch, and 


other Officers in large Cities and Towns, have 


theſe Houſes under their Inſpection; but either 


for Want of ſufficient Powers, or not exe- 
cuting ſuch Powers as they have, the great 


Grievance 


(193) 

_ Grievance complained | of, daily ehcreaſes, 
and crys out loudly for Redreſs. In order to 

conſider how to remedy this, it will be ne- 

ceſſary to take a View of the Nature of 

theſe Offices, and enquire into the preſent 

Manner of the Execution of them. 

In the Country the Conſtables nd 
Tything- Men are generally ſubſtantial 
Farmers, or ' Perſons for whom they are 
anſwerable, who are well known to them; 
theſe are very ſeldom complained of: The 
Officers of this Sort in Cities and Towns 
are the Perſons upon whom the greateſt 
Dependance is to be had, and of theſe I am 

now to. conſider. _ 
The Office of Conſtable i in thoſe Fine 
ought to be performed by the ſubſtantial 
Tradeſmen; but they either think them- 

ſelves: above, or by their Buſineſs are pre- 
vented from executing them perſonally; where- 
fore ſuch Tradeſmen feek for a Deputy, who 
doth the fame for Hire, and takes this Op- 
portunity to raiſe as much Money as he can, 

either by compounding with Houſes of ill 
Repute, or making Offenders of Diſtinction 
commute, in order to prevent their being 
carried before a Magiſtrate. 

The Watchmen in the ſeveral Pariſhes are 
either infirm, old, or indigent People, who 
ſerve their Offices for Hire, are often in 
Fee with the Pubiic-Houſes, who enter 
tain them in ſuch Houſes, whilſt Perſons 4 


vF 


* 
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ill Fame who reſort there, take Ae a 
of their Abſence from their Stations, and 


commit the moſt notorious Diſorders. 


Having thus deſcribed the Officers and 


the Manner of Execution of their Offices, I 


would now luggeſt' a Remedy for theſe Grie- 
Vances. 


I. That all babe Pariſhes be divided i into 


0 ſmall Diſtricts, and that the fabſtantial In- 


habitants of theſe Diſtricts 7209 every Night 
by Rotation do take Care to ſes the ſubor- 
© dinate Officers do their Duty. | 
That theſe two ſubſtantial Inhiitaints 
bg the Conſtable or Tything- men 
Watch, or ſome Peace Officer with them, 
be impowered to viſit all Public:Houſes 
within their. Diſtricts, and in Caſe they 
find any Perſons within the ſaid Public- 
Houſes, at any unſeaſonable Hour' miſbe- 
having "themſelves, (who they have Cauſe 
to ſuſpect to be Perſons of ill Fam e) that 
they ſecure ſuch Perſons and ſend them to 
the. Watch-houſe for the ſaid Diſtrict; 
and in Caſe the ſaid Perſons ſo ſecured, 
do not give Account of themſelves, and 
make it appear that they are Perſons who 
have an Employment, or are capable of 
providing for themſelves, and alſo to what 
Place or Pariſh they belong; they ſhall 
the next Morning be carried before the 
next Juſtice of the Peace, for the County, 
; City, Town, or Place where they ſhall be 


© io 


(69; 
ſo appreBended; who ſhalt be * 
to treat them in the lame nen as 
Vagrants are to be treated. 

That the faid Inbabitants bp an 3 | 
count of all ſuch Perſons ſoapprehended, 
in a Book for that Purpoſe; and in Caſe any 
ſuch Perſon ſhould be apprehended a ſecond. 

Time; every ſuch Perſon ſhall be liable to be 

committed to the Houſe of Correction, for 

* ſuch County, City, Town, or Place where ſo 

© a ſecond Time apprehended, there to remain 

until the next General Quarter Seſſions of 

< the Peace, and the Court ſhall be im- 
powered either to ſet ſuch Perſons at Work 

in ſome public Workhouſe, within the ſaid 

County for the Space of ſeven Years, or to 

* tranſport ſuch Offenders to ſome of his Ma- 

« jeſly's Colonies and Plantations beyond the 

© Seas, to be there employed and ſet to Work 

for the like Space of ſeven Years, and in Caſe 
any ſuch Perſon ſo ordered to be ſet at Work, 
or to be tranſported as aforeſaid, ſhall after 
© ſuch Order eſcape out of Cuſtody or be found 

* at large within the Kingdom of Great Bri- 

* tain, every ſuch Offender ſo found at large 

© ſhall be liable to ſuffer Death, as in Cafes of 

© Felony, without Benefit of Clergy. | 
© The ſaid Inhabitants and Conſtables alſo, 
© to be impowered to ſecure all idle and 

x diſorderly Perſons, ſleeping upon Bulks, 
* or in the public Streets, and all lewd and 
l * diſorderly Perſons known to be common 
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© Strect-Watleers, or Perſons eber fing with 
them, and, Halb fend every nd Cc bf 
< theſe to the pablie Watch Hibufe 10 be des 


i tained us af ,t andiexamined 1 und 


© Caſe. hey ü ptove to be nbterious I 


« Perſons) to carry them Pefore ſorme Mas 


iſtrate; vy hall commit the ſald. leu 
« Perſons»t6 ſome Houſe of Correction fer 
«the Space of ond Wiöneh, 6! be kept-to 
© hard! Labour and cot a thel! Mal 
© giſtrate ſhalt ſe ſceim fix) or for che SpA 
© of two Monchs without Corkectien 
ay uch Ofendes Halli 56 
© prehendet a ſetond Time for”: ON 
< of the lie Kind; he of ſhe ſhi beid&th< 
ed an incorrigible: R , "and?! Hall be 
c publickly whipped © Within the Parich 
© or Pliee heft fo i apprehended fout Tribe 
in aft Year; and be kep t.eonfined to hard 
Labout for any. Time ade leg than, four, 
© and not exceeding ſevem Vears. And in 
Caſe ſuch Perſon o eomimitted to Hatd 
© Labour for any ſuch Time, ſhall not work, 
© or ſhall miſbebdve thethſelves under Con- 
Ex finerhent}'6+ ſhall eſtaps out of ſuch Cofi- 
© finement, every ſuch Ferſbn {hall de liable 
© to be tranſported for the: Terin-of Stven 


and 


© Years, and in Caſe they ſhall be found at 


large wirhin Great Britain or Heland 
22 during the faid Term, every ſuch Perſon 
© ſhall be liahle to 1 Heath without 


D le: 


in the Street, or in any 


626) 


from. Inconyeniencics, by being ſtopt and 


catried to the Watch - houſe, as aforoſaid ;! in 


eaſe any [ſuch Perſon: ſo ſtopt ſhall give an 
Account ef his Name and Place of Abode, 
and ſend for ſome ſubſtantial Perſons of Re- 
putation to atteſt the ſame, or the Landlord 
Fi pi where ſuch — bs who 


Morning 

ſon ſhall: be by ſuch Inhabitant: diſcharged 
(upon the Condition aforeſaid). and not con- 
fined: in the Watch · houſe for thei Furiſh or 
Place where ſo apprehended.” 

Every Perſon who ſhall be exigloyed- . 

a Watchman, to continue in his Watch-houſe 
or Box, or upon bis Rounds, during the 


whole Time of his Watch, and not to go into 


any Alehouſe or other Public-Houle, unleſs 


called upon ſo to do by ſuch Inhabitants or 
Conſtable as aforeſaid, or to prevent any. Dil- 


orders he {ball be informed to be committing 
ſuch Public-Houſe ; 
and in every foch Gale, as ſoon as he has done 
his Duty, omen to his Sta- 
tion.“ | 

And, to encourage Watchmen to do 


their Duty, every Watchman who ſhall appre- 
hend, or be concerned in apprehending ow 


Street- Robder, Burglar, Houſe-Breaker, or 
Pick; 


But, in order to prevent innocent Perſons 


dn wb that then ſuch Per- 
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PDiſtrict, 


ding of whom. any Reward is ge by, 
Law, and they ſhall be convicted, a proper 
Part of the ſaid eward ſhall be allotted $ at 
of the ſame, accarding to the Direction of the 
Court before whom. ſuch Felon' (hall be tried 
nd convicted, 10 be divided amongſt alf and 


Irt? 


very. ſuch Watchman who contributed to- 
werde h the apptehending of f ſuch Offenders.” 10 
Many 50 rders of this Kind are compmit- 
ted by Soldiers, or e in Soldier's Habits; 
in order to detect theſe, © every Soldier which 


« ſhall be either reſident or qliartered in aby 


c « Pablic-Foaſe within any Town, City, Pa- 
© rich or Place, ſhall regiſter the Place of his 
* Habitation or "the Public-Houſe where he 


* was. quattered, with the Conſtable of 25 
and the Conſtable — every ſuc 
Diſtrict ſhall once every Night after the 
«Beat of the Night-Drum, 5 authoriſed to 
* vilit the Houſe or Place where ſuch Soldier 
cis quarteted, 500 th Gale Caſe uch Soldier ſhall 
© not be within Houſe or Place where 
© quartered,” the Name of ſuch Soldier and 
' Place of his Quarters ſhall be returned 
to the Commanding Officer, in order for 
© his being dealt with according to Law. 
And in Cafe ahy Robbery or other Out- 
' rages. be committed by any Soldier or other 
Perſons in Soldier's Cloathing, upon Ap- 
* plication of the Perſon robbed or injuted 
to the Commanding Officer, every ſuch 
D 2 Officer 
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« every .Perſon loitering round or- about any 


* Hqul Within bis Diſtrict, and carry them 
- to the public "Watch-houſe, for the War d 
© or Par rſh v wherein if uch Perſon. 
Ae ly Bap 1 hat ' Olfiders of 
t uent ns, t t Otfen 
a 888 ſhelter t e in 410 e Courts, 
wrt lere, and i in tha ach Jacent, « commit no- 
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torious Crit mes af Hilo der 3 reyent 
which, * In Caſe an ec diſco- 
> " verany Perſon i in any cloſe Cour within his 


© Diſtrict, who ſhall continue loitering i ſuch 


0 Cour Without ing at "ay | 
euch fits cha lecure fach erſon, 


15 6 leſs he make it de that he is 
to ſome Perſon inba diting v Within 
K Count, or inf me lawful 'Bulineſs 
e "all carry 7 him to the public Watch- 
hou „ to. k e dealt with. in Ap = as al- 
" ready ſet forth. | 
we a. Perſon to be employed as a \ Watch- 
8 "ri under twenty, « Or. above fifty 7 Years of of 


5 nch of Poblic-Houſes' and public 
Whig I now proceed to conſider another 
and the: 'preateſt Cauſe of Felonies and Rob- 
beries; which i is the receiving ſtolen Goods, 
0 this is ce either by © 15157 
„ ptokers, Sho ers,.. Gin-ſhops, public 
a 7 e bogh, fi common , F old 
c ee or PFurmighrac : 
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hat they aflift the induſtrious Por x; 115 
aal Sums, whereby they gain an ho neſt 
Live 


90 7 1500 this The do, (or are ready to 
Pls f L ry reaſonable Rate of lot ereſt. 
s, 10 


— 5 a plauſible Argument, and 


in many Caſes a very true one; but under 


this Colbir the greateſt Oppreſſions a 455 often 
carried on, and the greateſt Enormities cm- 


Mittec 15 is Method 99 no aal 2 


pf gs aard a a 
pen therefrom, 
25 Ke 15 0 0 cy for f 73 
ſe; ; ut hitherto ve not been 
po. In the Lear Bey a Bill Paſſed the 
Houſe, of Commons for this Purpoſe; 3: and 
another in the Year following. This Bill made 
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Proviſion for regulating the Pawnbrokers and 
: Diſcovery of ſtolen Goods; which paſſed. as 


follows: That the Pawnbroker ſhould be 
© licenced by Quarter Seffions. That before 
ſuch Licence obtained, he ſhould at the 
Quarter Seſſions preceding the Seſſions 
© wherein ſuch Licence hogd be granted, 
enter his Name with the Clerk. of 5 
© Peace of the County, City, Town, 

Place where he ſhall apply for a Lahe; 


© and give notice, that he intends to apply © 
the 


100d, and the fefore "deſerve, to be en- 
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Gazette. ; 
That none ſhould: be Bernat — Per- 


the Parties pledging, the Sum lent, and the 


(32) 


the then next General Vatter Beſfions of 


© the! Peace for ſuch Licence. That the 
Name and Notice of ſuch Intention ſhould 
© be hung up publickly in the Clerk of the 
© Peace's Office and pabliſhed'1 in "_ Len 


c ſons who had ſerved ſeven Vears Appren- 


« ticeſhips to ſome Pawnbroker, or had 


© been for two Years before ſuch; Quarter 
dSeſſions, an Houſe-Keeper in the Calling 
or Profeſſion of a Pawnbroker in ſome 

City, Torn, or Place; and had been 
© rated, i taxed, and paid towards the ſeveral 
Lepies and Taxes of and for the ſaid” Pa- 
* riſh, and by Perſon of good Character and 
f Every Peron prod ucing a Certificate 


1 under the Hands of three or more ſub- 


© ſtantial Inhabitants of the Town, Pariſh, 
or Place where he reſides, ſhould be en- 
titled to be licenced. 
* Perſons carrying on the Trade or Buſi- 
* nefs of Pawnbrokers without being licenced, 
* were: made liable to forfeit every Sum of 
* Money fo lent, and to ſuffer an Year's Im- 


priſonment. 


© Theſe Perſons were to follow the Buſi- 
© nefs of Pawnbrokers and no other Buſineſs. 
They were to keep regular Books, in 
© which were to be inferted the Names of 


Time 
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© Time when lenf! every Page 10 be fignedt 
< with the Name, ahd in deeper ian. 
© writingof the Pawnbtoker,ard to give Notes 
d to the Pledger for any Goods edge! for 
above — — and to mention the 
© Sum lent upon the ſame, and ſuch Notes 
© to: be. deemed: a ſufficient Charge ori the 
© Pawnbrokers for: ſuch Godds; -- Farther 
the Pawnbroker was to be obliged to pro- 
duce and ſhew the Goods pledged to the 
Perſon pawning the ſame, in order for its 
< Redemption, and upon Refuſal to forfeit 
the Sum lent. Thus far for regulating the 
Pawabrokers, and: keeping the-Buſinefs in 
the Hands of e of oper "apr and Re- 

tion. IO 2 el 
© In order to indo out ſtolen 1. Con 
« ſtables by Virtue of a Wafkanr fan 
8 Jalticeof the Fete, were to be ithpowered 
to ſearch the Houſes and ſee the s of 
© Pawnbrokers ;- and upon their Refuſal to 
* ſhew any Goods pawned, or produce 
Books, every ſuch Pawnbroker-was'to' be 
© liable to a Penalty of ten Pound. 
© Pawnbrokers' were impowered! to exa- 
mine Perſons who ſhould. bring Goods to 
be pawned, ſuſpected to be ſtolen, and to 
© ſtop the Perſons; and carry them ue a 
12 of the Peace. : 
There was a Chauſe againſt publiſhing 
© a Reward for reſtoring-ſtolerr Goods with- 
: out "Queſtions aſked,” This was the ma- 


terial 


ot other publick Papers, and ſuch Goods 


© ſtolen Goods, knowing them to be ſtolen. 


(33 * 
ae Part of that Bill, which, 1 it bn 


ry I would to theſe add ſome other 
Clauſes, which I apprehend. would be effec- 


tual to hinder every Grievance of this Kind. 


As Pawnbrokers were intended to be au- 
thorized to ftop ſuſpicious Perſons bringing - 
Goods to pawn, they have it in ſome Meaſure | 
in their Power to hinder Practices of this 
Kind; - but Caſes may happen where ſtolen - 
Goods may be brought to Pawnbrokers: by 
Perſons not ſuſpected to, have ſtolen. them. 
Lo this Caſe I would propoſe: If any Rob- 

bery or Felony be advertiſed in the daily 


paved or fold to any Perſon carrying on 
© the Buſineſs of a Pawnbroker, and ſuch. 
© ſhall not within a certain Time after 
© ſuch publick Advertiſement, give Notice 
* of fach Goods, being pawned to, or bought 
© by ſuch Pawnbroker, and the ſame ſhall 
b be afterwards found in the Cuſtody or 
Poſſeſſion of ſuch Pawnbroker, every ſuch - 
© Pawnbroker ſhall be deemed a Receiver of 


Every Pawnbroker taking to Pawn any 
Goods of any Perſon uNRKNO wN to them, 
or who ſhall not give a ſatisfactory Account 
of the proper Owner of ſuch Goods, by ſome 
credible Perſon known to ſuch Pawnbroker, 
or ſhall not ſtop and ſecure ſuch Perſon fo 
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unknown, on not giving an Account of the 
Property or Owner of ſuch, Goods, ſhall 
be liable to be proſecuted as à Receiver of 
ſtolen Goods, knowing them to be ſtolen. 


Every Pawnbroker who ſhall ſtop any 


Plate, or other Goods brought to him to 
be fold or pawned, ſhall immediately upon 
the Perſons refuſing or negleCting to give 


an Account of the ſame, or upon giving 
an unſatisfactory Account, ſecure the Per- 


ſon who brings the ſame to fell or pawn, 


and publickly advertiſe the ſame, with 
a Deicription of the Perſon who ſhall offer 
the ſome to be ſo pawned or fold; and in 
"caſe the Owner of ſuch Plate or Goods 
ſhall be found, every ſuch Pawnbroker . 
ſhall (upon ſuch Owners making out his 
Property to the ſaid Plate or Goods, and 
entering into a ſufficient Recognizance for 


proſecuting of ſuch Offender) deliver ſuch 
Plate and Goods to fuch Owner after 


having properly marked the fame, fo as. 
ſoch Pawnbroker may be able to prove the 
Identity thercof at the Trial of ſuch Of- 
fender; and every ſuch Owner ſhall make 


ſuch Paw nbroker Satisfaction for the Colt - 


and Trouble of ſuch Pawnbroker i in regard 
to the ſaid Offender. 


w 135 caſe any Pawnbroker ſhall conceal 


Goods, and ſhall not enter them 


— his Books, and ſuch Goods ſhall after- 
wards be found in his ans: and proved 
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„ 
© to be ſtolen Goods, every much Für 
© ſhall be deemed gullty of receiving ſtolen 


c Goods, knowing them to be ſtolen,” | 
Theſe Provigons I apprehend would be ſuf- 


ficient to hinder the evi Practices of Pawn- 


brokers, and theſe only would be effective. 
I have heard it has been propoſed to lay a 


Tax upon Pawnbrokers, thereby to hinder 


oor Perſons from carrying on this Buſineſs, 
What End would this anſwer ? — The 


Revenue to the Publick will be but all; nor 


would there be one Pawnbroker lets ; they 
would then think themſelves more immedi- 
diately under the Protection of the Govern- 
ment, and if it ſhould happen, that che Re- 
venue ſhould be increaſed, it will be one 
Reaſon for enlarging the Number. —B:ſides: 
the Tax will not be upon the Pawabroker, 

but upon the Perſon who pledges the Goods; 
he muſt raiſe his Intereſt, and the Argu- 

ment of a Profit to the Revenue will always 


be made uſe of in Favour of the Pawnvroker. 
| Nay, ſhould a Magi rate be too icrupulous 


in examining into the Character of a Perſon 
Who is willing to pay a Rent to the Publick 
for a Licence, to carry on the Bulinets of a 
Pawnbroker, he would ofien run the Riſque 
of having his Affection to the Government 
called in Queſtion. For this Reaſon I am 
afraid that laying a Tax upon Pawabrokers,: 
will be ſo far from leſſening the Number, 
that it will be à Means for increaſing it. 
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To the already- mentioned Propoſals I will 


add one more: viz. That all Good 


paved or pledged to Pawnbrokers, when, 


* forfeited for Want of Redemption, ſhall 


© be ſold at a publick Auction in à publick 
© Place, and printed Catalogues thereof de- 
* livered ten Days before ſuch Sale, one 
© of which ſhall be left at the Dw-lling- 
© Houſe of, or delivered to every Perſon to 


* whom any of the Goods fo catalogued to 


© be fold ſhall belong, or have been pawned 


© by; ſo that the Goods may be fold for 


© their full Value, and the Overplus returned 
© (if any) after Charges deducted and Debt 
© and Intereſt paid, to the Owner, And in, 
© caſe any Goods ſo expoſed: to Sale, ſhall 


prove to be ſtolen Goods, the Pawnbroker 


* ſhall produce or give Account of the Per- 
* ſon from whom he had the ſame, or in 
Default, the Owner ſhall, upon proving his 
Property to the ſaid Goods, be entitled to 
© have the ſame again, and the Pawnbroker 
* thenceforth declared incapable of carrying 
© on the Buſineſs of a Pawnbroker, and 410 
© forteit and loſe three Times the Value 


thereof. But in caſe the Pawnbroker 


© ſhall produce the Perſon who pawned or 
* pledged the fame, and ſhall give Evidence 


* againſt ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſo pawning 


© or pledging of the ſame, every ſuch Pawn- 


© broker ſhall be entitled to the Money lent. 


© on ſuch Goods, and to. ſuch reaſonable 
> 1 ns 
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© Coſt and Charges as ſuch Pawnbroker Wal 


be put to in proſecuting the Offender.-- 

Theſe Regulations will, I apprehend, 9 
ly conduce towards hindering the Miſchiefs 
from Pawnbrokers, and 8 this Set of 
People ſerviceable to Mankind. 

But theſe Evils do not wholly take” their 
Riſe from Perſons of this Sort, Shopkeepersand 
Perſons of great Circumitances have been 
found Guilty of receiving ſtolen Goods, 
though it has been a difficult Matter to con- 
vict them; Perſons carrying on the Buſineſs of 
Shopkeeping have frequently. bought Plate, 
Jewels and other Valuables much under the 
Value, and have not thought it worth while 
to enquire how the Perſons, who brought 
them to ſell, came by them, nay frequently 
of Strangers, whoſe Aſpect give great Suſ- 
picion of their Character. 

To prevent this I would propoſe, * in Caſe 
any Plate, Jewels or Valiables which has 
been ſtolen, be found in the Cuſtody of 
any Perſon dealing in Goods of that Sort, 
and ſuch Perſon cannot produce the Peron, 
of whom he bought the ſame, or make it 
appear that he purchaſed it in his public 
Shop and paid the intrinſick Value thereof, 
every ſuch Perſon in whoſe Cuſtody ſuch 
© Jewels, Plate or Goods ſhall be found, 
© ſhall loſe the faid Jewels, Plate or Goods 
and. treble; tha Value thereof for the firſt 
, * Offence, and for the nd Offence ſhall 
be 
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© be deemed a Receiver of ſtolen Goods, 
© knowing them to be f and puniſhed 


© as ſuch,” | 
That this is the Caſe i in many Profeſſions, 


will not be denied, every Day's Experience 


affords Inſtances thereof, nor will any reputa- 
able Shopkeeper think himſelf reflected upon 


by a Proſecution of this Kind, he muſt be 
convinced of the Neceſſity, and ought to 
rejoice in every Method which ſhall be found 
out to free honeſt Tradeſmen from Suſ- 


picion. 
As to Gin-ſhops they are commonly Nuſan- 


ces in themſelves, they entertain all Sorts of 


Perſons without enquiring from whence they 
came, the Nature of their Buſineſs requires 
it z therefore the Public are entitled to the 


ſtrongeſt Means of Defence againſt them, 


nor can the Laws for this Purpoſe be too 


ſtrict. 
Theſe cannot have the leaſt Plea in their 


Behalf, drinking of ſpirituous Liquors has 
been always allowed to deſtroy Health and 
debauch the Mind, nor can there be the 
leaſt Pretence for any Shops of this Sort. 

The Pleas in their Behalf are various. 

I, The Farmer pleads in Behalf of the 
Conſumption of his Corn. 

II It brings in a large Sum to the pub- 


lick Revenue. 
III. Spirituous Liquors are neceſſary for 


Medicines. 
IV. 


(39) ; 
Iv. They are in ſeveral Caſes lowered by 
Water, and made both a pleaſant and whole- 
ſome Drink for common Uſe. | | 
Of each of theſe I ſhall take forne ſhort 
Notice. 

I. As to the en. <4 11 
There are many other Methods of Con- 
ſumption of Corn. befides diſtilling it; good 
and wholeſome Bread and Beer are the Staffs 
of Life, and no one can live without them. 
The making uſe of ſpirituous Liquors check 


the Conſumption of both theſe; Drinkers of 


ſpiritaous Liquors deſtroy their Appctites, 


and by one Glaſs of theie hinder their Con- 


ſumption of double the Quantity. of Corn in 
Bread and Beer. 


But the Farmer is Wiſtaken, if he api 


 hends all ſpirituous. Liquors are drawn from 


Corn; the common Gin and other of the 


pernicious Liquors commonly told in this 


City and Suburbs are drawn from worſe Ma- 


_ terials, and I am afraid were the Ingredients 


of thele pernicious Liquors to be known, 
they would appear very often to be of ſo fil | 
thy a Nature that Mankind would be 
ſhocked when they knew woar they had 
been drinking of I am therefore lincerely | 
of Opinion, that was a Stop put to the 
drinking theſe pernicious Liquors, the Health 
of Mankind would be better, and double 
the Quantity of Corn would be conſumed 
in thoſe wholeſome Commodities of Bread 

and 


(49) | 
and Beer than is now made uſe of in diſtil- 
ling theſe pernicious Spirits; ſo that the Far- 
mer will be a Gainer by the entire Suppreſſion | 
of them.” 

The next Thing to be thought of E 
INCREASE OF THE PUBLIOK REVENUE. 

This prima facie appears to be Fact, and 
I am of Opinion, the Government raiſe 
large Sums by this Means, but that upon 
the whole they are Gainers by it, I muſt | 
difallow.  *' 

Whatever ariſes to the Government by 
this Means, may in a great Meaſure be faid 
to ariſe from the Sins of the People; moſt 
certainly a wrong. Method to ſupport Go- 
vernment! I can compare it to nothing 
more properly than an Highway-man who 
robs the heneſt Traveller; it is true, he gets 
his Money, but it frequently ends in his 
Ruin, — In this Caſe the publick Revenues 
are increaſed, but this Method increaſes the 
pablick Diſorders; publick Diſorders 'increaſe 
the publick Expences; Mankind become 
—— in their Manners, inſult Ma- 
giſtracy, reſiſt Government, "and occafion 
double the Expence to the Publick that this 
Revenue brings in. 

The third Plea in Behalf of pirituous Li- 
quors is, that Wy are uſeful in ME Di- 
CINE. 

To this I agree : x But then as Medicine 


hoy _ to be uſed, Whenever any ; 
| Thing 
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(41) 
Thing of this Kind is wanted, there are 
within the City and Suburbs a ſufficient 
Number of Perſons who prepare them pro- 
perly for that Purpoſe, and to thoſe only BE 
Venders of theſe Liquors for this Pur pote, 
ought to be confined, 

I.come now to the 1:{t Plea in Pebalf of 
ſpirituous Liquors, vig. Their being WH OL E- 
SOME, by being mixed with other Liquors, 
and made uſe of as COMMON DRINK 

This laſt was never pretended to be done 


in the Gin- ſhops; they were only fold there 
in Drams, (ſometimes the Glaſs indeed was 


pretty large) but they were never lowered 


with Water, nor made wholeſome by any 


Mixture whatever; ſo this can never be a 
Plea for them. The drinking theſe Liquors 


mixed in Punch or otherwiſe, ought to be 


confined to Taverns and Publick- houſes { duly 


licenced for that Purpoſe.) 


From this it e that Gin-ſhops have 
not the leaſt Plea for them; nay, the Law 
has treated them as Nuſances, and ſuppreſſed 
them as ſuch ; but as all Laws of this Kind 
have been evaded, and the Grievance ſtill 
is in ſome Shape or other carried on, I think 
the Guard of the Publick againſt them can- 
not be too ſtrong. 1 would therefore pro- 


poſe : © If any ſtolen Goods ſhall be found in 


the Cuſtody of any Perſon or Perſons re- 
* tailing or dealing in ſpirituous Liquors, and 
the Perſon in whoſe Career the fame 
| F * ſhall 
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Furniture are generally Perions of mean 


= 
ſhall be fonnd, ſhall not produce the- Pet 


ſon of whom the ſaid Goods were had or 
bought, and proſecute the ſaid Perſon. to 


Conviction for the ſame, every ſuch Per- 


ſon fo retailing or dealing in fſpiritnous Li- 


quors, on whom, or in whoſe Cuſtody 
ſuch ſtolen 40 ſhall be found, (hall be 
deemed a Receiver of ſuch ſtolen Goods, 
knowing them to be ſtolen, and puniſhed 
accordingly. | 

© If a Keeper of any Ale- houſe or other 
Pablick - houſe ſhall buy any Plate, 


- 


Jewels, or other aluable, take in Pawn, 


or receive the. fame into his Cuſtody by 
Way of Pledge, as a Security for any 
Money for any Beer, Ale, &c, fold. by 


him, or for any Money due and owing to 
any ſuch Alchouſe-keeper, or Keeper of 


ſuch Publick houſe, of or from any Per- 
ſon whatever unknown, to ſuch Ne 


keeper, or Keeper of ſuch Publick-houſe, 
and ſuch Plate, Jewels, or other Valuable 
Hall afterwards appear to be ſtolen, every 
ſuch Perſon taking or. rectiving the fame 
as aforeſaid, Nall (unleſs he produce; pro- 


ſecute, and convict the Perſon of whom he 


bonght, had or received the ſame) be deemed 


a ese en of ſtolen Goods, Knowing them 


to be ſtolen. 
Brokers of old Cloaths and Sn hand 


Condition, and very ſeldom. mak: En juiry 
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LT) 
concerning Goods they purchaſe ; theſe are 
the Occaſion of many Felonies, and give 
the greateſt Encouragement to Offenders of 
this Sort; the Laws cannot be made too 
ſtrong to guard againſt them, nor will the 
honeft Trader have the leaſt Reaſon to 
complain. 

T would therefore propoſe : * That no Per- 
* fon whatever ſhould buy any ſecond-hand 
Goods of any Perſon whatever, but of ſuch 
* as they ſhall well know and be acquainted 
with; and that all Dealers in ſecond-hand 
© Goods ſhall keep regular Books of the 
* Goods they buy, the Time when they 
* buy them, and of whom they are bought ; 
which Books ſhall be produced to any 
* Conſtable or chief Officer, who ſhall by 
© legal Warrant, be authorized to ſearch the 
* Houſe or Houſes of ſuch Perſons for ſtolen 
* Goods; and in cafe any ſtolen Goods ſhall 
be found in the Cuſtody of ſuch Perſon 
not entered in ſuch Book, and ſuch Perſon 
* ſhall not produce the Perſon of whom he 
* bad the fame, every ſuch Perſon ſhall be 
* deemed a Receiver of ſtolen Goods, and 
* puniſhed accordingly. 

The Expence of Proſecution of Offenders 
of this Sort is another Obſtruction to the 
Diſcovery of ſach Offenders, to prevent 
which I would propoſe: © That every Per- 
ſon who ſhail be bound by Recognizance 
to give Evidence againſt any Offender, 


1 Hall 
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ſhall be allowed his reaſonable. Expences, 
to be ſettled by the Court before whom 
ſuch Offender .ſhall be tried, which faid 
* Expences ſhall be. forthwith. paid by the 
Sheriff of the County, City, or Place where 
« ſuch Offender ſhall be tried, and the ſaid 
« Sheriff thall be allowed the ſame in his 
Accounts; but this only in Caſes where 
there is no Reward appointed by Law for 
« proſecuting and convicting ſuch Offender.” 

This may perhaps be objected to, as it 
will lay a freſh Expence upon the Publick ; 
but if a Fund can be found out for an- 
ſwering theſe Expences, and the Publick 1 


A 2 


A 


A 
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not be injured thereby, the Objection is an- A 
ſwered , for this Purpoſe I would ſubmit t 
the following Propoſal to the Reader. 

By the many penal Laws now in Force, 0 
particularly thoſe of the Exciſe and Cuſtoms, T 
there are many very large Fines and For- V 
feitures given to the King; theſe J have great I 

| Reaſon to fear, the Publick are very little a 
the better for; I would therefore propoic: E 
* That all pecuniary Penalties which are a 
c given to the King, ſhall for the future V 
in every County, be paid to the Sheriff V 
* of each County, to be by him accounted 0 
* for, and paid for and towards the Ex- V 
* pence of Proſecution of Murderers and Vi 
* Felons, in ſuch Manner as the Judge af P! 
E206 Court betore whom ſuch Offender V 
* {hall be tried, ſhall direct. ſt 


Thus 
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Thus much in Regard to public Offences 
and. Offenders, which are FJ eſteemed by 
the general Conſent of all Men, as they 
affect immediately the Liberties and Proper- 
ties of Mankind; but theſe, though much 
wiſhed to be remedied, are not the only 
Cauſe of Complaint, the Springs from whence 


theſe and moſt other Crimes proceed, muſt 


be attended to, and in Caſe they cannot be 
made clear, every Stream which runs from 
theſe Fountains muſt of conſequence be foul 


and loathſome. 


The beſt and greateſt Guard againſt Vice 
is the Encouragement of Virtue and Religion, 


and diſcouraging every Practice which tends 


to inſult or deſtroy it. 

Can any Man be ſurprized at the enormous 
Crimes daily committed, when the' Streets 
reſound with Blaſphemy and Prophaneneis? 
when the Name of God is blaſphemed with 
Impunity? when the moſt audacious Libels 
are publiſhed, which call in Queſtion che 


Being of Almighty God, and the Rewards 
and Puniſhments of a future State; (upon 
which the Security of every valuable Thing 


we poſſeſs depends) when the mott audaci- 
ous Books recommending Vice and ridiculing 
Virtue, are permitted to be publickly ad- 
vertiſed, and the Authors eſcape with Im- 


punity ; when we ſee a Perſon proſecuted 
with the utmoſt Rigour tor hbelling or in- 


ſulting a Miniſter of State, and the Printers 
and 


— 2 —— 


ü- og aror i 
— — — — 
e 


S 


4 — — 
— 


a 


( 46) 
and publichers of one ft the moſt lewd and 
ſcandalous * Libels ever publiſhed, diſcharged 
without any Proſecution; when we ſee public. 
Advertiiements of Aſſemblies, (faid to be pro- 
moted by Perſons of Diſtindtion) known to 
be Receptacles of Perſons of the worſt Fame 
and Reputation, paſs without Notice; when 
we hear daily the moſt lewd and obſcene 
Pamphlets and Songs ſung and cried about 
the Street, (frequently in the Ears of the 
Magiſtrates) with Impunity.—I muft own 


a2 Foreigner would have good Reaſon to think 
we had no Laws againſt Crimes of this Sort, 


or that thoſe who are concerned in Execu- 
tion of theſe Laws either approve of, or are 
afraid to puniſh the Offenders, _ 
But ſurely this cannot be the Caſe, We 
know it to be otherwiſe. 

That we have Laws againſt Offence of 
this Kind. I ſhall ſhew the Cauſes of their 


not being put in Execution. I ſhall enquire, 


By the common Law of this Land. 


* Blaſphemy againſt God as denying his 


Being or Providence, and all contumelious 
* Reproaches of Jeſſis Chrif; 
All prophane Scoffing at the Holy Scrip - 


© ture, or expoling thereof to Contempt or 


- 


Ridicule ; 
All Impoſtures i in Religion as falſly pre- 


tending to extraordinary Commiſſions from 


God, 


* Memoirs of a Woman of Pte. 
ide Daily Advertiſer, Jan. 31, pag. 2. 
+ Hawkins's Picas of the Crown, ©, 7. 
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God, and terrifying or abuſing the People 
„with falſe Denunciations of Jodgments, 
© toc, 1 
All open Lewdneſs groſsly ſihdalous; | 
All ſeditious Words or Etbels' in De-! 
© rogation of the F$TABLISHED Religion; 
Are deemed Offences againſt Govern- 
ment itſelf, and puniſhable by Impriſon-- 
© ment and corporal infamous Puniſhment,” 
And by the Statute “ made the ninth and 
tenth Years of the Reign of the late King 
William III. is the following Clauſe. 
Iauy Perſon educated in, or having made 
Prefer of the Chriſtian Religion within 
this Realm, ſhall be convitted in the Courts at 
Weſtminſter, or at the Afſtzes, of denying any 
one of the Perjons in the Holy Trinity to be 
God, or maintaining there are niore Cods than 
one, or of denying the Truth of the Chriſtian- 
Religion, or the divine Authority ef the Holy 
Scripture, be ſball for the firſt Offence, be 
adjudged uncapable of any Office, and for the 
fecond> ſhall be diſabled to e in any Action, or 
to be @ Guardian, Executor or Adminiſtrator, 
or tg take by any Legacy, Deed or Gift, or to 
bear any Office Civil or Military, or Be- 
nefice Eccleſiaſtical for ever, and 2 all ſuffer 
Impriſonmeut for three Years, * zwithour Bark 
or Mainprize from the Time 5 fuch Convic- 
tron, 
Thus 
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I hus ſtands the Law in theſe: Caſes: ' The Min 1 
next Thing to be enquired of is, how 1 it is ob- Wſuſt 

- ſerved. er 

That Proſecutions against Offenders of this MN 1 

Kind, have been publickly carried on, I Neerti 
have not heard; that Offences of this Kind 
are daily and hourly committed, is no- 
torious. E | 
It is for the Honour, Reputation and Safe 
guard of every Government, that theſe. Laws 
be. duly executed. | 

That Power be relied, in the Hah of 
thoſe who have not only Ability, are 

inclined to do their Duty. 

For this Purpoſe, Magiſtrates ought. to be 
ſach as are neither vicious nor indigent, 
the firſt, will not puniſh. becauſe he likes, 
and the latter will let Offenders eſcape when 
he finds it is for his Advantage, | 

A Magiſtrate ſhould be a Perſon of 8000 

Reputation, ſkilled in the Laws of his Coun- 
try, and not take upon him his Office for 
Hire. If a Man has no other Motives for 
the Execution of the Magiſtracy than the 
Profits of the Office, the ſame Motive wil 
ſometimes prevail on him to forbear it; nor 
will any Law be put in Execution, but in 

| Caſes where the Magiſtrate may be a Gain- 
15 er. | | 


It has often been ſaid by Magiſtrates, they 
ſhould be ready to puniſh Offenders, but 


o 
* 
4 
4 
1 
ed; 
- 

* 1 

8 

7 

4 

* 480 

L 
oy . 
1 
4* 
4 
* 
5 
* 
1 
1 
1 
Cc 

1: 

4 

10 

J 

1 

17 

00 

— 
1 
$7 
x i 
: U 

. 
55 
* 

1 
7 * 
18 

1 
a 1 

BE 

- The 
{ 

IN. 

*. 

* 

5 

Q \ 
Ry 
. 
5 
44 
15 

4 
$94 
4 
4 

1 

17. 
1 
14. 
1 

o 
i 
4 

Wet 
7 

: 

= 

4 

1 
5 
Mit, 
. 
F 

: 
= ii - 
7 / 
: 

* 
fr 

7 

. 

Sb 
"4 3 
'F | # 
\ 

: {i 
l 

9 
57 * 
1 
1 

1 
11 
1 
"7 
: 

- 

T2 3 
17 
2 

k 

: 
: 
ht 
* 
1 
1 
1 
bi] 
l 13 
14 
1 

\ i 
\ q 
* $i 
i; } 

: 1 
| : 
388 

Fry! 
: : : 

i 

— 

a 4 ! 
17 
1 
i 4 
1 
43; 1 
5 i { 
* 
16 i 
4 Kt 
i" : 
„ 
4.13 
1 1 * H 
1 
4:4 5 
373 
$0 
71 6 
4 
110 

1 

17 
i #77 | 
110 


3 e 


| l they have no Information laid before them. 
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( 49.) 

: The In many Caſes Facts are notorious, - and the 
is ob- Wuſtice of the Peace cannot help ſeeing them. 

here there can be no Excuſe. . 
of this Doth not every Day's Papers afford Ad- 
n, J Miitiſements of Theatrical Entertainments in 
Kind Places not licenſed or allowed, by Concerts 
Vocal and Inſtrumental, with Comedies be- 


8 no- 

PN ween the Act, Hockley in the Hole, Good- 
| Safe- van s-fields, &c. in direct Oppoſition to 
Laws MW Act of Parliament. Is it not the duty of 


the Magiſtrate to hinder this? 


nds of 


Pamphlet. ſhops are frequently ſearched 
ut are or Libcls againſt the Government, and the 
I obliſhers juſtly punithed for the fame, upon 
to be Advertiſements of ſuch Pamphlets being ſeen 
ligent, Nin the public Papers. —1s not the ſame a 
likes, proper Proceeding in the Cafe of lewd, 
when prophane, and irreligions Pamphlets; and 


wl it not be as much for the Honour 
f good Hand Reputation of the Government, if Of- 
Coun-fenders of this laſt Kind were, dealt with in 
ce for ¶ the fame Manner. 
es for A Magiitrate ought alſo to be an impartial 
in the Perſon; I agree he ought to be a Friend or the 
7e will Cove nment, but his Zeal for che Government 
t; nor N ought not to make him favour or diſcounte- 
but in ¶ nance any Perſon, ho comes before him as a 
Gain- Party in any Matter relating to his Office. 
The Party-Zcal of any Perſon ought to be 
„they no Recommendation for a Truſt or Employ- 
s, but ment, unleſs he is properly qualified in other 
them. Reſpects; and no greater Injury can be done 
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(50) 
the Public than refuſing to employ a Perſon 
qualified for any Buſineſs, on Account of 
his political Qualifications ; but if a Perſon 


is known to be infamous in almoſt every 
Scene of Life, publickly declared ſo by a 


Magiſtrate, and for that Reaſon refuſed to be 


licenſed to keep a Public- Houſe, ſhould 
within an Hour after {upon informing the 
fame Magiitrate that he had a Vote and In- 
tereſt in a Borough for the Election of 2 
Member of Parliament) be admitted to take 
a Licenſe by that ſame Magiſtrate, If a Caf 
of this Kind ſhould be, I cannot think that 
Perſon (let his Zeal be ever fo great for any 
Adminiſtration whatever) a proper Perſon to 
be intruited with the Magiſtracy. 

The Government can never be better ſerved 
than when Perſons of Reputation and Fortune 
are put in the Commiſſion of the Peace; with 
theſe every Well: wiſher to his Country will 


join in putting the Laws in Execution. 


But if mean and low Perſons who have 
nothing to live upon but their Trades, or 
who are made Juſtices of the Peace on Pur- 
poſe to get a Livelihood, are the Perſons to 
whom the Execution of the Laws are to be 


entruſted, no Perſon of Ho our or Reputa- 
tion will be concerned with them. I therefore 


think were Perſons of Fortune and Reputa- 
tion within the County of Middleſex, and 
City or Liberty of Meſimi fer entruſted with 
this i A Commiſſion at this ek 4 
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(5s) 

which there are great Numbers, whoſe Zeal 
for their Country and the Proteſtant Succeſ- 
ſion hath never been queſtioned) that they 
would moſt heartily join together, and find 
ſome Means for putting an End to theſe no- 
torious Diſorders, which are daily complained 
of; and the doing of which has been ſo pro- 
perly and graciouſly recommended by His 
Majeſty to the Parliament. 
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